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Nurturing personal growth through inspired learning… 
 

Newsletter 2016 

Term 2 Week 7 10th June, 2016 

Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
JUNE 

13
th

 – Queens Birthday Public Holiday  14
th

 – Snr Rob Patterson Cyber Safety Talk (students) 
            7.00pm – Parent Info session – Cyber Safety 
15

th
 – ICAS Spelling, P & C Meeting 7.00pm  16

th
 – ICAS Writing 

17
th

 – PSSA – Round 7, Olympic-a-thon  21
st
 – Snake Tales Incursion 

            Keyboard,Guitar & Violin parent concert 6.30 – 7.30 
23

rd
 – Award of Excellence Morning Tea  24

th
 – PSSA Round 8    

 
** Subscribe to our new ‘Ironbark Ridge – Events’ Google calendar (see the app or the school website) 

 

RELIEVING PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Expert Teachers and Visionary Leaders 
If you’ve been in attendance at one of our morning 
assemblies lately, you’ll have noticed the exceptional 
leadership shown by our school leaders. Each 
morning, they confidently lead our school in chants 
and rhymes, which are designed to remind students 
of our school expectations. So far this term, students 
have enjoyed chanting about picking up rubbish, 
being kind, as well as being safe by watching where 
we walk. We are incredibly proud of the leadership 
these exceptional students show each and every day. 
However, this doesn’t happen by itself or overnight. 
Mrs Sayer and Mrs McCarthy have been working 
very hard with not only our leaders, but many students by providing them with authentic and meaningful 
opportunities to display leadership skills. Yesterday, Mrs Sayer and Mrs McCarthy were recognised for their 
efforts by being invited to present a workshop at the Positive Schools Conference in Sydney. 
Congratulations to our exceptional leaders and teachers. You make our school a wonderful place to work 
and learn. 
 
Olymp-a-thon 

The teachers and students are warming up and gearing up for our annual 
major ‘a-thon’ fundraiser - the Olymp-a-thon – on Thursday 16th June. 
This will be a fun day of activity and peer support as students rotate around 
several games throughout the day with their buddy classes. Please encourage 
your child to dress in the colours of their designated country. We will finish the 
day with a closing ceremony, which all parents and friends are welcome to 
attend.  

We thank you in advance for your support and generosity in fundraising for this event. All monies raised will 
go towards updating our technology assets and literacy resources.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ironbarkrg-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Parent Information Session: Cyber Safety. Tuesday 14th June. 
You are invited to a presentation by Senior Constable Rob Paterson, Youth Liaison Officer, The Hills Local 
Area Command. Cybersafety / bullying is a problem that schools and young people experience today. 
Senior Constable Rob Paterson has been working with schools in The Hills for 8 years. He will present to the 
Years 5 and 6 students next Tuesday 14th June at 10am, and will also present to parents at 7pm. All parents 
and carers are welcome to attend.  
 
Safe People, Safe Places 
With the long weekend and holidays on the horizon, it is timely to remind children about how to stay safe and 
keep safe. Please assist us by reinforcing these messages with your children:  

 Make sure your parents or another adult you know is aware of where you are at all times. Always 
walk straight home or to the required destination.  

 Learn about safe adults you can look for and talk to if you need help – police officers, teachers at 
school, adults you know and trust. 

 
Uniform 
The run of warm weather has certainly come to an end! All children should now be wearing winter uniform. 
Our school community strongly supports the wearing of school uniforms, and I thank you for your support in 
providing the correct uniforms for your child to wear each day. 
 
Drop off and Pick up – Keep Our Children Safe 
Arrive early – park – and walk your child into school. 
Arrive early – park – and come into the school to collect your child. 
 
Car Park 
Please do not use or walk through the loading dock driveway or staff car park. For our children’s safety, 
these areas are strictly off limits to pedestrians. Thank you for your support.  
 
P&C Meeting 
A reminder that the next P&C Meeting will be next Wednesday 15th June at 7.30pm in the library. (7pm for 
supper and socials.) All are welcome to come along and find out more about P&C initiatives, our school 
strategic directions and upcoming events. 
 
Reports and Parent-Teacher Interviews 
Teachers have been busily preparing academic reports for Semester One. These reports will be sent home 
at the end of this term. Parent-Teacher Interviews will be held at the beginning of term 3. Next week, you will 
receive an information sheet about how to book your Parent- Teacher Interview online. Please look for it in 
your child’s school bag. We welcome the opportunity to share in learning conversatons with you about your 
child’s progress. 
 
Wishing you and your family a restful and happy long weekend. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Kerrie Pho 
Relieving Principal  
 
 
 
 

  



RELIEVING DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

What amazing students we have at Ironbark.  Achieving beyond the school context. 
Abi and Chelsea attended the Australian Gymnastic competition in Melbourne representing NSW in 
trampolining.  Our amazing students competed against many talented gymnasts from all over Australia.  Both 
girls did an outstanding job making the finals. Abi successfully achieved two silver medals at a national level.  
What champions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Owen has demonstrated outstanding skills on the sports field and in the pool.  At the RSL State Swimming, 
he won two silver medals and achieved personal bests in both races.  He was selected for his outstanding 
sportsmanship and skill in representative touch football and rugby league. Owen was one of the 
Schofield/Riverstone nominees for the Blacktown Sportsperson of the Year. He was presented on the night 
by 2016 Rio Olympics representative, Jacob Mumford and NRL David Simmons. Well done Owen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let me know if your child has achieved outstanding results so that the Ironbark community can share 
in their success.  
 
Going the extra mile to achieve the best 
The teachers at Ironbark are always looking for new and exciting opportunities for our students. Over the 
past fortnight, we have attended a number of extracurricular activities which could not take place without 
parental support. A VERY BIG THANK YOU to our wonderful parents, who have transported children, helped 
with equipment and supported our students. Your help is always greatly appreciated and without your 
assistance, we would not be able to provide such a wide variety of opportunities for our students.   
 
Last week students in Stage 2 and 3 had the opportunity to attend a dynamic STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics) workshop at Wahroonga Public School.  Our students had an 
exciting day designing, using mathematical, scientific and engineering skills. Our Stage 2 students 
conducted HEAT experiments and learned how to design a thermally-efficient home. Stage 3 students 
conducted LIGHT experiments to solve a fun, problem-based challenge using light. A great day was had by 
all. As a teacher I love it when students are highly engaged in their learning and are thinking critically and 
creatively.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 



Housekeeping items 
Can you believe it is time to begin our local Kindergarten enrolments for 2017? If 
you have a little person who is planning to come to our dynamic school next year, 
please go online or pop along and get an enrolment form from the office.  Our 
friendly staff will be happy to answer any questions and help you to secure that 
highly sought after Kindergarten position. 

 
Parents you may be aware that absentee notes have been requested quite quickly during this term. As a 
school, we need to follow the Department of Education’s policy and procedures.  We wish to remind you that 
when your child is absent from school it is a requirement that the absence be covered with a full explanation. 
The explanation must have a reason for their absence. If a child is late to school, it is a requirement that the 
parent sign the child in at the office. Reasons such as being late due to traffic or slept in will be recorded 
unjustified. Your child will be handed a late slip to give to their teacher. This indicates the child has been 
signed in. It is the same procedure if a parent wishes to take their child early from the school. The school 
each fortnight will send home a request for absences not covered with a parental explanation. Please 
complete these in full and return to the school. Individual attendance rates are reviewed by Home School 
Liaison Officers, including lateness to school. It is very important that we meet the Departments recording 
requirements.  Thank you to all of those parents who promptly supply absence notes on their child’s return to 
school.  
 

Don’t forget that on Tuesday 14th June, Senior Constable Rob Paterson will 
conduct a parent/carer presentation is titled 'Protecting Kids Online’.  This covers 
privacy and reputation management. Cybersafety/ bullying is the number one 
non-academic problem that schools and young people experience today. Online 
behaviour often affects students' self-esteem, learning and relationships. Children 
are now exposed to images, words and behaviour that is most inappropriate for 
their age and this can be accessed through the internet, social networking and 
online gaming. Parents must know how to use technology and should know what 
to avoid, where to seek help and what their children are doing online. Parents and 
carers must have at least a basic understanding of social media in order to keep 
their children safe. 
 

Please take a look at our award winning art that is displayed at the front of the school. 

   

 

Mrs De Jager 

Relieving Deputy Principal 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

 
 
 
Enrolment forms are currently being taken for local Kindergarten enrolments and non-local 
sibling Kindergarten enrolments for 2017. Enrolments forms and non-local applications are 
available on the school website or from the front office. We require a fresh proof of address 
with the enrolment form and need to sight the original official birth certificate and/or passport 
and visa details (if necessary) proving citizenship of the student, a citizenship document for 
one parent i.e. passport and immunisation records for the student. These will be photocopied 
at the school. Please refer to our enrolment policy on the website for suitable documentation.  
For any new family enrolments to Ironbark, we require four current proof of address 
documents.  
 
We are currently preparing information letters to go out later this month in regard to parent information nights 

and orientation for the students. 

 
Allison Batten 
School Admin Manager 



 

Semester 1 – 2016 Star Awards 
 
 
 

Class Recipients 

Kindy Bahamas Bree, Akanksha, Amber, Oscar 

Kindy Denmark Edrea, Eva, Luke, Zac 

Kindy Germany Ella, Kiana, Kiah, Matthew 

Kindy Switzerland Selina, Sarah, Lincoln, Benjamin 

Kindy Turkey Isha, Yalda, Levi 

1 France Melinda, Chelsea, Jasmin, Dhyey 

1 Greece Brinda, Ariel, Taneisha, Addison, Chloe, Oliver, Jack 

1 Jamaica Juhi, Teegan, Ruby, Emmeline, Sharon, Eric 

1 Spain Lexi, Shyla, Cleo, Charlotte, Lucas, Ansh, Blake 

2 Australia Molly, Charlize, Eden, Mohammad, Riley 

2 Italy 
Natalie, Jeewoo, Mackenzie, James, Zakary, Benjamin, 
Alexander 

2 Panama Allegra, Ella, Molly, Tailor-Jay, Ramsey, Austin 

2/3 Luxembourg Bronte, Kuhu, Benjamin, Brianna, Adit, Luke 

3/4 Canada Abigail, Eden, Natasha, Chelsea, Henry, Jordan 

3/4 Kenya Isabel, Dylan, Arnav, Zoya, Charlotte, Lillian, Jayden 

3/4 Lituania Jasmine, Jayee, Lucas, Felicity, Elli, Devkrish 

3/4 Mexico Lauren, Leah-Jo, Kematip, Raied, Ananya, Leanne, Tom 

3/4 Wales 
Ashley, Zainab, Amudha, Allura, Jesse, William, Matthew, 
Connor 

3/4 Sweden Hannah, Sahil, Emily, Sienna, Kirsten, Aditya 

4/5 Madagascar 
Nicola, Lily, Sasha, Hayley, Halle, Charlotte, Chelsea, 
Ruby, William 

5 Honduras 
Sussana, Simone, Megan, Brianna, Anoushka, Dhwani, 
Tam, Darshanik, Aditya, Karan Deep, Yash, Raj 



 

Art – Ella, Yash, Alana, Sasha, Isabel, Rachit, Elli, Ryan, Leila, Chloe, Nikki  
  

  

KINDY CAPERS 

It is very hard to believe that we are almost half way through Kindy! 
We have had a number of questions regarding the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. The Premier’s Reading Challenge began on the 7th March and 
is an annual event which is run across the whole of NSW to encourage 
students to read a range of texts and develop a love of reading. 
Kindergarten students are challenged to read 30 books during the 
challenge period, which ends on the 19th August.  Kindergarten students at Ironbark Ridge complete this 
during their library time each week, and the results are entered at school by the library teacher. All students 
are well on their way to achieving the goal! 

 
We have a very exciting day coming up on Thursday 16th June – The Olymp-a-thon Day! 
Students have taken home a note outlining the day’s events and a sponsorship form. This is 
Ironbark’s major fundraiser for the year. There will be prizes for the classes and individual 
students who raise the most money. All classes have been assigned an Olympic country and 
are encouraged to come to school dressed in their country’s colours. Parents are invited to 
attend the closing ceremony after lunch, with the remainder of the day being students only.  
 
Please keep practising reading and writing your child’s sight words at home. Remember 

homework is due back at school each Thursday and will be returned home on Friday.  
Another reminder regarding the contents of lunch boxes is to please ensure that there is no food being 
brought to school that contains nuts and eggs. We have students with severe allergies and it is essential that 
these foods are not being sent.  
 
Enjoy your weekend! 
 
The Early Stage 1 Team  

 

 

  

5/6 Argentina 
Amnah, Chalise, Emily, Nikki, Hannah, Jayden, Kushal, 
Siyoung, Kye 

5/6 Botswana 
Eishar, Summer, Charlotte, Skylah, Byron, Janvi, Molly, 
Romani 

5/6 Japan 
Olivia, Izzy, Chloe, Sienna, Charlotte, Tara, Simone, 
Tishya, Jaden, Caleb 

5/6 Thailand 
Mackenzie, Erika, Ethan, Emma, Annalise, Preston, Ryan, 
Jay 

6S 
Alisha, Muskan, Mary-Gizelle, Jean, Annabel, Stephanie, 
Isha, Jessica, Jacob, Connor, Adam, Ethan, Edison 



STAGE 1 SNIPPETS 

Throughout the semester, Stage 1 students have been participating in the ‘Buddy Reading’ program.  Each 
Stage 1 class has their own buddy class in Stage 3 that they meet up with twice a week to work on specific 
reading activities set by the teacher.  The younger students read aloud to the older students, often take mini 
whiteboards to practise their sight words on or work on their ‘Words Their Way’ sounds.   
 
The older children are wonderful listeners and discuss the story with the younger children, asking questions 
to help them with comprehending the text.  It is not unusual to see them assisting the students with 
everything from sounding out words to correctly forming letters on their mini boards.   
 
The students have all enjoyed getting to know students from other grades and it is wonderful to see them 
greeting each other not only at buddy reading time but also at other times throughout the school day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Stage 1 teachers. 

 

  



STAGE 2 SNIPPETS 

The first group of students finally made it to C.A.R.E.S road safety program that we had 
to cancel due to wet weather.  Students were excited and had a great time learning 
how to keep safe when riding a bike and the right equipment as well. The remaining 
Stage 2 classes will be attending over the next two terms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our last homework task students created amazing road safety posters to consolidate what they have been 
learning in the classroom this year which are included below.  Some more photos have been included from 
the Colonisation Day incursion. Next week the omework will include a science experiment for students to 
prepare and present. 
 
  



Road Safety Posters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Colonisation Day 

  

  



STAGE 3 SNIPPETS 

 

The students in Stage 3 have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Australian gold rush 
and the Eureka Stockade. We had a wonderful time at our excursion to Sydney Cove. We 
learnt all about British colonisation from an aboriginal perspective. The ferry ride was great 
and all of our students exhibited safe, respectful and responsible behaviour during the day. 
 
We would like to congratulate our successful debating team and wish all of these students good luck in 
future debates. 
 

Next Wednesday there are 7 Stage 3 students who will be representing Ridges Zone at the 
Sydney West Cross Country. The Stage 3 teachers hope that Lucy, Sienna, Emily, Charlotte, 
Harry, Jay and Kye run very fast!  
 
 

It would be nice to see Stage 3 students starting to return Olymp-a-thon sponsorship 
forms and money, so our aging technology in our classrooms can be updated. 
 

Stage 3 Teachers 

 

Olymp-a-thon 
 
Notes and sponsorship forms went home two weeks ago about our Olymp-a-thon. Students have been 
allocated a country to represent on the day and will need to wear colours related to that country. If you are 

not sure what country your child has been allocated it is included in the table below. 

 

Group A Group B 

Classes K-2 Classes 3-6 Allocated Country  Classes K-2 Classes 3-6 Allocated 
Country 

K Turkey 

 
3/4 Canada New Zealand K Germany 

 
3/4 Sweden 

 
India 

K Switzerland 
 

3/4 Mexico Great Britain K Bahamas 
 

3/4 Wales Fiji 

1 Spain 
 

6 Samoa Brazil K Denmark 
 

3/4 Lithuania Norway 

1 Jamaica 
 

5/6 Thailand USA 1 Greece 

 
5/6 Argentina South Africa 

2 Panama 
 

5/4 Madagascar Ireland 1 France 
 

5/6 Japan Malaysia  

2 Italy 
 

5/6 Botswana Russia 2 Australia 
 

5 Honduras  China 

   2/3 Luxemburg  
 

3/4 Kenya Malta 

 
Sponsorship money and the orange sponsorship card can be sent in any time. We are hoping that this will 
be as successful as fundraisers in the past. With your help we are hoping to update our aging technology 
and readers. Every dollar helps so get as many sponsors as you can. 
Sponsorship forms can be obtained from the office or classroom teachers if you have misplaced yours. 
Parents are invited to attend the closing ceremony from 2.15pm. We hope to see lots of you there! 
 
Olymp-a-thon Committee 

 
 



 
 

A Message from the Leadership Team: 
The last few weeks have been focusing on the expectation of being respectful.  We taught the students a 
tongue twister as a way to remember that Ironbark Ridge kids are always kind.  We really wanted to see 
students being kind, by thinking about how they speak and act towards others. See if you can say it as well 
as your kids.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The kinda kids we are at 

Ironbark Ridge  

are the kinda kids who are 

KIND. 



 
There are some awesome younger students really thinking about the school expectations and wanted to 
share their ideas with the leadership team.  Sarah and a group of awesome Year 3 students came up with 
this amazing chant. Thank you to Olivia and Indya for bringing it to the leaders. 

 

“Ironbark Ridge it has a bridge, it sings our lullabies to the Ridgy kids.” 

 
Elvin a talented artist, demonstrated his understanding of the expectations through his fantastic drawing.  
You have nailed it Elvin!  
 
 

 
 

This confirms to us that Ironbark students are listening at our messages during morning 

assemblies and that is just what we wanted!  

Preston, Chloe, Alana, Liam, Amithi, Mackensie, Owen and Jacob 
 

 
  



 
 

CHINESE              

Nǐmen hǎo!  你们 好! 
The students travelling to China will be holding a raffle over the next 3 weeks to raise 
money for their trip to China. We have lots of great prize packs including Smiggle, 
Lego, toys, games and lots more, all donated by the students and their families. So 
please support them by allowing your students to buy a raffle ticket next week. Tickets 
are $1 each or 3 for $5.  
 
Our school has been selected as a finalist in Rouse Hill Town Centre’s “Your Community, Your Choice” 
initiative for the month of June, thanks to a nomination by one of our wonderful parents. Thanks Mrs 
Steiner!!This means we are in the running to win a $300 gift card which will be used as a raffle prize for our 
China Trip major draw. 
 Can you please support us by voting for IRPS using the following link: 
http://www.rhtc.com.au/what-s-happening/your-community-your-choice/ycyc-voting-form 
 Every vote counts so have your family and friends vote too. 
Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

Nǐmen hǎo!  你们 好! 

Mrs Przyrembel – Chinese Teacher K-6 
 

http://www.rhtc.com.au/what-s-happening/your-community-your-choice/ycyc-voting-form


Ridges Cross Country 2016 
Our Cross Country team of 60 runners represented Ironbark Ridge with pride at 
the Ridges Cross Country carnival on Friday 27th May. We were so impressed 
with their talent, sportsmanship and stamina required to complete the 2km or 3km 
course. Our  10 Year Girls and 11 Year Boys team won their division. 
 
We had some outstanding performances from the following students who will 
compete at the Sydney West Cross Country Carnival on Wednesday 15th 
June.. 
 
10 Year Girls 
Adhieu 2nd 
Lucy 4th 
Sienna 5th 
Emily 6th 
 

10 Year Boys 
Carter 5th 
 

11 Year Girls 
Charlotte 2nd 
 

11 Year Boys 
Kye 4th 
Harry 5th 
Joshua 8th 
(reserve) 
 

12 Year Boys 
Jay 5th 
 

 
Congratulations on your achievements and best wishes at Sydney west   



 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Plantmark DIRECT  

Sales & Orders 

Tel: 02 8808 7522  

Fax: 02 8808 7533 

Manager: Mark Coleman 
 

Trading Hours: 

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-4:30pm 

Sat: 7:30am-3:00pm 

Sun: Closed 

  

CLOSED MON 13 JUNE 

for Queen's Birthday 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 



DISCLAIMER: 

 

Ironbark Ridge Public School newsletter contains paid advertisements which assist with the cost of 
publication. The publication of such advertisements does not imply endorsement of any product or service by 
the NSW Department of Education and Communities or Ironbark Ridge Public School. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


