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Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
7th – Last day of term 24th – SchooDevelopment Day 
25th – Anzac Day 26th First Day of Term 2    
 

** Subscribe to our ‘Ironbark Ridge – Events’ Google calendar (see the app or the school website) 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

A couple of sunny days this week have certainly been well received, although we’ll perhaps only get out to 
play on the grassy oval (aka swamp) on Friday, if at all before the holidays. With 200 Stage 3 students away 
in Canberra our younger students have shown great responsibility and have enjoyed a few extra leadership 
roles. We know our campers are experiencing a range of new and exciting experiences down at our nation’s 
capital and we look forward to their return late on Friday afternoon.   
 
Wonder and awe… 
This week we have been reminded about how amazing our students are. To send four swimmers off to the 
NSW State Championships is a remarkable achievement for any school. To bring home a gold medal is 
simply amazing (Well done, Suzy!).  
However we need to keep a realistic view on our world – to see everything in context and with balance… and 
perhaps with a little bit of wonder and awe. Growth is gradual and individual. Little, everyday wonders such 
as a beautiful sunny morning, fresh growth on a tree and a slightly better effort at tying one’s own shoelaces 
are all worth celebrating together. 
To represent Ironbark Ridge in any area is a great achievement for a student. As representation moves up to 
a ‘zone’ then ‘region’ level, the difficulty and competition become exponentially more difficult. Setting realistic 
and achievable goals is a major focus in our classrooms this year, and the vision of ‘personal growth’ 
reminds us that ‘success’ is an individual thing, different for each student. As adults we need to keep 
everything in perspective and celebrate our children’s small achievements along the way  
 
Hats, and our wonderful community 
 

   
Today’s Easter Hat Parade was such a warm and relaxed event, giving our students the chance to show off 
and have a bit of fun. There were some amazing headwear creations made at home, and many hats made in 
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partnership with buddies here at school. Sometimes the collaborative making process is more important than 
the final product!  

   
 

The involvement of you, our school community, in these events is always a real pleasure and creates the 
supportive, caring vibe we all love so much here at Ironbark Ridge. Thank you to all who attended - mums 
and dads, grandparents, uncles and aunts and even family friends. 
 
Lost Property 
During Week 1 next term we will have all remaining lost property items out for collection near the Uniform 
Store. Over the holidays, all named (and decipherable) items will be returned into classes by the fabulous Mr 
Ian. Only the unlabelled or unreturnable will remain and at the start of Week 2 we will donate it all 
 
School App  
With a few recent alterations and upgrades from the developer, I understand that many of our parents are 
now experiencing success again in using the android version of our school app. If you previously had 
difficulty, please give it another try and see how you go. The app can be found on your ‘app store’ by 
searching for Ironbark Ridge. 

 
Return to school date 
Term Two will begin with the first student day being Wednesday 26th April. 
Teachers will return for a Professional Learning day on the Monday. We will 
be examining the impact of ‘Visible Learning’ on our school and planning 
next steps. Staff will also spend time training in the implementation of the 
TEN (Teaching Early Numeracy) strategies. These PL days are always so 
valuable to Ironbark Ridge teaching staff as we engage in our own 
continuous journey of growth, just like our students. 

 
Canteen Lunch winner – Tickets to the Zoo! 
Congratulations to Samantha, 3B, who today won two tickets to the Taronga 
(Sydney or Dubbo) Zoo in our Easter Lunch Order Raffle. We hope you enjoy a 
fun family day out these holidays.  
 
Cross-Country - postponed 
Unfortunately we had to postpone our main 3-6 Cross-Country carnival from Monday this week until early 
next term. The carnival will now be held on Monday 1st May at Hills Centenary Oval. 
 
Rouse Hill Billy Cart Derby 
A billy cart building workshop was held at our school this week and I know a few of our students were  
involved (watch out for a news article in the local paper). The event is held at the end of the upcoming 
holidays so check out the flyer later in the newsletter if you want to be involved in a fun family day at the 
Rouse Hill Town Centre. 
 
I hope all of our students have a great two week break and stay safe.  
 
See you all on Wednesday 26th April for the first day of Term 2,  
 
 
Nick Thomson 
Principal   



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
Stage 3 Visits Canberra  
As this newsletter is published, Stage 3 and teachers are in our national capital visiting a number of sites 
with cultural and historical significance. This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to see their learning 
about democracy and parliament come to life in first-hand experiences! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the 
national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the 
excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $20 per student under the Parliament and 
Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon 
completion of the excu rsion.  
 

 
ANZAC Day Service 
We would like to invite parents and community members to our annual ANZAC Day 
commemoration, which will be held on Wednesday 26th April, facing the flagpoles at 
10am. We look forward to seeing you there, helping the staff and students to show  
our appreciation and gratitude to those who fought for our country 
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Term 2 Planner 
An updated Term 2 planner is included in this newsletter. Please note that the school Cross 
Country carnival will now be held on Monday 1st May and the new date for our school 
Athletics Carnival is Thursday 15th June.  
 
School Holidays 
A reminder that school resumes for students on Wednesday 26th April at 9am. Students can 
wear either summer or winter uniform until after Mother’s Day (14th May), at which point 

every student should be in full winter uniform. I would like to take this opportunity to wish our families a safe 
and relaxing Easter break.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Kerrie Pho 
Deputy Principal  
 
 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

WEEK 10 & 11 
 

K B    Ali, Ruby, Emanuel, Maddison  

K M    Eric, Jaydee, Jordan, Tiffany 

K S    Damon, Amira, Cameron, Alexis 

K T    Riley, Aara Pie, Yuri 

1 B    Chand, Akanksha, Joshua 

1 E    Shravan, Nataniel, Fancesca, James 

1 R    Imogen, Helena, Felix, Logan, Teyul 

2 C    Sharon, Sophie, Toby, Sarvin 

2/1 J   Josias, Jmes, Rylan, Isha, Riya 

3 S    Ebony, Caeden, Arya, Suphi 

4/3 B   Leah, Ilona, Liam, Rachit,  

4 K    Prateek, Rebecca, Uday, Daniel, Sienna     

LIBRARY   3/4B – Leah-Jo, 6H - Josh 

 

 

  



KINDY CAPERS 
 

It’s hard to believe that Term 1 is over. We hope that all Kindy students and 
families have enjoyed the start to Kindergarten as much as we have. After the 
holidays, students will wear winter school uniform. Uniform items may be 
purchased from the school uniform shop adjacent to the office. Please ensure 
that all uniform items are clearly marked with student names and classes. 
Mornings will soon be cool and it’s important that lost items of clothing be 

easily identified and returned to keep students warm.  
 
The Easter Hat Parade was a great day and the children have worked very hard on their hats and 
they thoroughly enjoyed displaying them for everyone to admire.     
 
Next term Kindy homework will commence In 
Week 2. Each week students will receive 
home readers and homework. They will be 
handed out on Friday each week and will be 
returned the following Thursday. This allows 
time over the weekend if your week nights 
are busy with extra-curricular activities like 
sport and dance. It is important that 
homework is handed in on the Thursday to 
allow teachers sufficient time to mark the work, allocate readers and send the next set of homework 
home as teachers have professional learning sessions in the afternoons after school. If you have 
not already done so, please send along an A4 lined exercise book that is covered with your childs’ 
name clearly marked on the front, we will supply a plastic document folder for the homework and 
reader. It is very much appreciated if an A4 size book and no other size book or different media are 
sent along. New sight word lists will also be sent home next term. Again do a few words at a time to 
ensure they are learning them well.  Reading Eggs will commence in Term 2, logins and passwords 
were sent out yesterday. If you did not receive your password and login details please check your 
childs’ bag before you contact the teacher.  
 
The Cross Country has been postponed due to the wet weather and ground closures. Dates for this 
event will be sent out as soon as we confirm a new date. 
 
In Term 2 parent or carers will be or have been asked to help out with classroom programs. All 
helpers will need to complete working with children documentation as well as confidentiality 
agreements and return them to the office with 100 points of identification. Confidentiality is essential 
and it is very important that volunteers adhere to the school’s policies. If you are interested in 
volunteering in your child’s classroom please let your class teacher know. They will let you know if 
or when visits would be required. Unfortunately due to WH&S regulations, small children and babies 
are not allowed in the classroom during your volunteering time under any circumstances.  
 
We wish you all a happy and safe holiday.   
 
The ES1 team 

         
 
 



 

                   
 

 
                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have a great weekend. 

Kindy Teachers 

 

STAGE 1 SNIPPETS  
 
This week sees an end to what has been a very busy first term for Stage 1 classes. Students, parents and 
grandparents all had a lovely time at the Easter Hat Parade, and of course, everyone is looking looking 
forward to the holidays.  
 
Over the break, please take the opportunity to check in your child’s bag for their pencil 
cases and restock supplies that are running low, especially glue and lead pencils. 
 
Due to a number of issues recently with lost and broken toys and Pokemon cards, we 
request that students do not bring these items to school. 
 
We hope that all families have a restful, enjoyable and safe holiday break and come back to school 
refreshed for another term of exciting learning. 

       
 
Stage 1 Teachers 
 

  



STAGE 2 SNIPPETS 
We hope that all our Stage 2 families enjoyed the hat parade as much as we did. It was great to see all the 
colourful hats and masks that students had carefully planned and painstakingly assembled over the past few 
weeks. Well done to all Stage 2 students for all their efforts in supporting and cheering on their buddy 

classes while they paraded their hats and masks. 
 
This week during science Stage 2 students have been finalising designs for 
their rollercoasters and building them using paper, cardboard and sticky tape. 
The standard of production has been high and the level of teamwork 
impressive.  
 
Congratulations to 4 Leopards and Miss Lewis on their outstanding assembly. 
A special thanks to all the Mums and Dads that came along to see their 

children perform.  
 
As the holidays draw closer please remember to check lost property for any items of 
clothing or other belongings that may have been misplaced during the term. Also 
remember to relabel all belongings for the new term. Even if belongings are coded it 
is a good idea to clearly print your child’s first, last name and class on everything 
they bring to school, including water bottles. 
 
Over the past couple of weeks Winter PSSA trials have been carried out during 

Friday sport. Coaches have been assessing skills and teams will be announced when school resumes next 
term. Winter PSSA will resume on Friday 5th May 2017.  
 
Naplan will take place in Week 3 of Term 2. Year 3 students have started preparation for 
these assessments and will continue to be familiarised with the process during the first 
weeks of Term 2. Over the holidays all students are encouraged to keep a holiday 
journal to maintain writing skills and continue to use Reading Eggspress.  
 
Unfortunately due to rain on Monday the Ironbark Ridge Cross Country Carnival had to 
be postponed. It will now be held on Monday 1st May 2017 at Centenary Park Kellyville. 
School resumes on Wednesday 26th April 2017. Our ANZAC Day service will be held then. We wish you all a 
happy and safe holiday! 
 

The Stage 2 Team 
 
  



 
 
 
 

NSW STATE PSSA SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
 

Congratulations to our four competitors (Tom, Lucy, Ollie and Suzie) who represented Ironbark 
Ridge Public School at the NSW PSSA State Swimming Carnival on Wednesday and Thursday at 
the Olympic Aquatic Centre at Homebush. This is the first time our school has had four swimmers in 
individual events; hours of strenuous training has certainly paid dividends for the students. The 
whole school community is extremely proud of your outstanding efforts. 
 
Suzie is now the fastest eight year old girl in NSW; winning a gold medal in the 50m freestyle event 
in a personal best time. What an amazing accomplishment!  
 
To reach the state carnival is remarkable achievement; congratulations to all our wonderful state 
swimmers. 
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Thank You 
Judy Paton 

 

  



KTOOSH SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 



  



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

Ironbark Ridge Public School newsletter contains paid advertisements which assist with the cost of 
publication. The publication of such advertisements does not imply endorsement of any product or service by 
the NSW Department of Education or Ironbark Ridge Public School. 
 
 



 
  



 


