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    DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

NOVEMBER 
20th – 2.20pm – KW & 4I Assembly  22nd – Summer PSSA (Last week) 
27th – 11.00am – Parent Helper Morning Tea, 2.20pm Buddies Assembly, Last Scripture Day 
 

DECEMBER 
 
3rd – Public High Schools Orientation Day, 10am OC Orientation Day, Year 6 Farewell 
4th – 2.00pm Whole School Assembly) 10th – 9.30am -11.00am – Yrs 3-6 Celebration Day,  

         11.30am – 1.00pm  –K - 2 Celebration Day  
11th – No Assembly 13th – K-2 Movie Day, Stage 2 Movie Day, Reports home  

          via Sentral  
16th – Stage 3 Party Day 18th – Last Day for Students, Year 6 Leaving Assembly 
19th – Staff Development Day (No Students) 20th – Staff Development Day (No Students)  
 
 

** Subscribe to our ‘Ironbark Ridge – Events’ Google calendar (see the app or the school website) 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Celebration & Thanks: A Year’s Learning 
On Tuesday 10th December we will hold our two assemblies to recognise and celebrate the wonderful learning 
and growth that has happened across Ironbark Ridge in 2019. As usual we will be in the Rouse Hill HS hall, 
and the K-2 and 3-6 assemblies will be held separately due to the time it takes to recognise each of our 38 
classes.  
 
On Wednesday 27th November we will hold a special morning tea celebration to say Thank You to all of the 
parents and carers who have supported our school through volunteering in classes and at activities, including 
P&C events and fundraisers. The Ironbark Ridge Learning Community play a vital role in ensuring our students 
feel connected and cared for, as well as emphasising the importance of education in each student’s life. 
Communicating and committing to high expectations is only possible with a partnership approach between the 
school and the parents. 
 
If you have not yet managed to subscribe to & sync the Google Calendar “Ironbark Ridge – Events” to your 
mobile devices, please try this link: 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=aXJvbmJhcmtyaWRnZXB1YmxpY3NjaG9vbEBnbWFpbC5jb20  
 
Targets and goals  
There is much evidence and argument supporting the positive impact of setting ambitious goals. They help to 
focus our energy, efforts and resources in one long-term direction (vision) while helping us to define the short-
term steps we must make in order to stay on the path.  
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All DoE schools in NSW are currently analysing our respective students’ 
academic, wellbeing and attendance data to set aspirational targets for 
coming years. Developing realistic yet achievable goals is a SMART thing 
to do (see diagram at right).  
We recognise of course that setting (even SMART) goals is never enough. 
I’m sure every team in our favourite sporting competitions begins the ‘pre-
season’ with the ‘target’ of winning the premiership, however only one team 
is able to achieve this! There must be more to it than simply setting the goal 
then trying hard. All teams do that. 
What makes the difference is the small steps we take every day; the 
discipline we exercise, our motivation to risk and to challenge ourselves, 
the incremental improvements we make to our habits and routines to make them more automatic and thus 
efficient. Small change each day will compound into large growth over a year. That team wins the premiership! 
We have an exciting vision at Ironbark Ridge: Nurturing personal growth through inspired learning 
Our goal is for every student, every teacher, (every parent) and every class to make more than one year’s 
growth every year. In some areas this is specific and measurable (eg. Reading levels), however in other 
aspects of schooling we are seeking better tools and methods of data collection and analysis. Stay tuned, 
because we need your assistance in this  
 
The Learning Journey (using our Successful Learner Habits) 
Ridgy the Frog, along with all learners at Ironbark Ridge, is on The Ironbark Way towards personal growth. 
Unfortunately, learning can be a difficult journey with many obstacles and challenges in front of us to climb and 
traverse. As we have now taught all 12 Successful Learner Habits to our students, their metaphorical 
backpacks are now full of tools to use along the way. Over the coming years we will continue to practise and 
hone our efficiency and skill with each Habit. All learners can benefit greatly from habitualising the expert use 
of these 12 tools. Yes, even you, the parents and community members of Ironbark!  
Here’s the list for you to consider: 
Focus      Observing    Thinking-Monitor 
Persistence    Questions    Feedback 
Courage    Connections    Collaboration 
Self-Reliance    Goal-Setting    Empathy 
 
Uniform ordering… online 
Our amazing P&C team of Uniform Shop volunteers work tirelessly on each week to ensure you are able to 
purchase the required items to keep your children clothed in Ironbark Ridge gear. Online ordering is available 
for your convenience at this link: 
https://ironbark-ridge-public-school-pc-association.square.site/  
 
Attendance 
As school attendance is directly related to academic achievement (and compulsory!!), please read the 
discussion in our Deputy Principals’ Report for this week. We need to work together with you, the Ironbark 
Ridge community, to improve our ‘partial absence’ rates. 
 
Bushfire Relief: Ironbark donations 
Thank you once again to our 
amazingly generous Ironbark 
Ridge community for the 
overwhelming response. Our 
Staffroom is full of much-needed 
toiletries, personal care items 
and non-perishable food for our 
fire ravaged friends on the mid-
north coast of NSW. Perhaps a 
road-train will be needed to 
transport the amount of 
donations but rest assured we’ll 
make sure it gets to the destination this weekend. Thanks especially to the Yates family  
 
Yours in lifelong learning, 
 
Nick Thomson 
Principal 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPALS’ REPORT   
Remembrance Day  
Monday 11th November marked 101 years since the Armistice was signed to end World War I — a conflict that 
claimed the lives of 60,000 Australians. Our school leaders and staff conducted a service to remember and 
commemorate those who have served and died in war and armed conflicts. A big thank you goes to Sergeant 
Watson for delivering an informative and heartfelt speech.  All students who attended showed their utmost 
respect for the occasion. A special thank you to Mrs Barton and the committee for the organisation of this 
important commemoration. Lest We Forget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Kindy Orientation 
During the past few weeks, our staff and our student leaders have had the pleasure of welcoming our new and 
current families and their children into our school community. The 2020 Kindy students have now completed 
their third and final visit. We are impressed with how quickly they have settled in and enjoyed their initial 
experience at school. Parents attended the information sessions and had the opportunity to ask questions to 
support their child’s transition from preschool to primary school. As a school community, we welcome our new 
families and students. 
 
Saying Thank You to our School Volunteers 
On behalf of all staff and students, Ironbark would like to thank all of our amazing volunteers who have assisted 
throughout the year. Your passion, expertise and effort to support our school and students to flourish is highly 
valued and most appreciated. To recognise your contribution, we will be hosting a Thank You Morning Tea on 
Wednesday 27th November at 11 – 11:30 am. It will be an opportunity to thank you for your support 
throughout the year. 
 

Caring Beyond Our Community 
Our best wishes, support and deep 
gratitude go to the many firefighters and 
volunteers who have worked tirelessly to 
keep our country safe.  As a school 
community we extend our deepest sorrow 
and condolences to the families who have 
lost family, friends or property.  Mr and Mrs 
Yates have very generously planned and 
will deliver the donations to those in need 
on the Mid-North Coast.  The generosity of 
our students, teachers and fellow 
Australians is something to behold.  It is 
wonderful to be a part of such a fabulous 
group. 
 

 
Feeling Safe 
Over the past week, we have been presented with distressing news as our fellow Australians have been deeply 
impacted by tragedy and devastation presented in the media due to the relentless bush fires experienced 
throughout rural NSW and Queensland. If you have noticed that this has affected your child's feeling of safety, 
there are some tips we can take to support their emotional wellbeing. Children will take cues from the adults 
in their lives. If we show fear and nervousness, children tend to mirror these emotions. Try to stay calm and 
reassure your child by focusing on the positives such as "we are all safe".  Our teachers are well-equipped to 
support students in the classroom when heightened events such as bushfires occur, even if they do not directly 
impact on our immediate community. Their care and support of your child is paramount. If you are at all 
concerned, please do not hesitate to contact your classroom teacher.   
 



Traffic  
Parents, we understand how stressful it can be on Ironbark Ridge Road, particularly around 3pm. However, it 
is difficult to justify the dangerous and unlawful driving behaviour we unfortunately witness on a daily basis. 
Please, never encourage your child to walk through traffic to get into your car whilst waiting in the queue. You 
must be parked legally to pick up or drop off your child. We also ask that you use the pedestrian crossing to 
cross Ironbark Ridge Road, rather than cross in between parked cars and cars in the traffic. When crossing, 
please follow Kim’s instructions and wait to cross when she indicates it is safe. For your child’s safety, and the 
safety of all of our students, it’s very important we model the safe and lawful behaviour at drop off and pick up 
times.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance Concerns 
 
Running late or partial absences have become a significant issue when analysing our attendance data.  We 
have identified this as a goal for moving forward in 2020.  All students need to be at school ready to start their 
learning before 9 am.  Please consider the traffic conditions and allow enough time to navigate the busy roads.   
 
Wishing you a wonderful weekend, 
 
Kerrie Pho and Kerry De Jager 
Deputy Principals 
 



ADMINISTRATION 
 
Please see an updated Hills Bus timetable at the end of the newsletter which is effective from Monday 18h 
November. 
 
If your child/children will be returning to school after the start date of 29th January or leaving Ironbark Ridge 
to go to another school, could you please complete the form below and return to the office as soon as 
possible. 

 
Allison Batten 
School Administration Manager 
  



Kindy Capers 
As the year rapidly draws to a close our Kindergarten classes have been enjoying their first opportunity to host 
and perform at assembly with their buddy classes. This week Kindy Noosa have entertained everyone with 3K 
and next week (20/11/19) it will be Kindy Woombye’s turn to impress us all with their buddies 4I. Assembly is 
on Wednesday afternoons in the hall and starts at 2:20 pm. 
 
In English this term Kindergarten have been learning all about fairytales and their features. We’ve been 
imagining settings in kingdoms far, far away, with villains and heroes as well as enjoying fractured fairytales 
which give our stories a twist and include a heroine or two.  
 
Here are some of our fairytale inspired artworks to enjoy. 
Can you identify the fairytale? 

 
ES1 Teachers 
 
Stage 1 Snippets  
 
We have officially reached past the half way mark of Term 4 and our learning is still full steam 
ahead.   
 
Drop off  

We encourage all parents to help build their children’s resilience by saying goodbye at 
the gate and allowing their child to independently begin their school day. 
 
 
 

In our classrooms 
 
It is so rewarding to see our Stage 1 
students engrossed in their hands-on 
mathematics lessons. Although these 
lessons may not be quiet, the students’ 
mathematical conversations are proof 
that they are engaged and on task. 
 



 
 

 
Some incredible 
Remembrance Day artwork 
from our Stage 1 artists.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Students across Stage 1 are currently learning about Forces and Energy in Science. Students are loving 
creating different machines. A big thank you to all the parents who have allowed their child to bring in some 
things from home to ensure our experiments are successful.  
 

 
 
 
Keep up the great work Stage 1! Your teachers are very proud of your hard work.  
 
Stage 1 Teachers 
 
 
Stage 2 Snippets  
 
Term 4 is halfway through, the end of the year is in sight, and Ironbark’s Stage 2 teachers are all impressed 
with just how hard our students have been working in 2019. 
 
Assembly 

A big congratulations goes to 3 Kerang, and their Kindy buddy class K Noosa, on their delightful 
assembly this week. They clearly worked very hard learni 
ng their lines and everyone enjoyed their delightful Growth Mindset musical performance. 
 

Celebration of Learning Day 
Ironbark Ridge’s Celebration of Learning Day is happening on the 10th of December. 
Talented volunteers from across Stage 2 will be singing and playing a special musical 
performance, inspired by what we have learned about persistence and courage 
throughout the year. We hope that plenty of Stage 2 parents will be in the audience and 
help us celebrate another great year of learning. 
 
  



Longneck Lagoon 
Well done to all students who attended Longneck Lagoon last Monday. Students represented Ironbark well 
and had a great time solving their environmental mystery. 
 

           

Drink Bottles and Hats. With the continual hot weather, please ensure that your student 
remembers to wear their hat, and to bring their water bottle to school.  There are water bubblers they 
can top their bottles up with more water during the day. 
 
Stage 2 Party Day 

On December 13th 2019 Stage 2 will be having their end of year movie party day. Could all 
parents kindly ensure that when they have made invoice payments that they print off 
permission notes and return them to class teacher’s. 
 
 
 

2020 Year 4 Camp 

Students in Year 4 (2020) will be attending a 2 night, 3 day camp to Broken Bay Sport 
and Recreation Camp on the Hawkesbury River from Monday 23rd March to 
Wednesday 25th March 2020. Final payment will be due in February 2020. 
 
 
Stage 2 Sport 

This term students are participating in three sporting sessions over the week. Mondays: 
Stage 2 Fitness 
Thursdays: Stage 2 Aerobics 

Fridays: P.S.S.A or School Sport 
Students are encouraged to wear their sports uniform on these days.  

P.S.S.A  
PSSA athletes are reminded that their final round of play is Friday the 22nd (week 6). Your 
coaches would dearly appreciate all jerseys being washed and returned as soon as possible 
the following week. 
 
Have a good weekend! 
Stage 2 Teachers 
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Stage 3 Snippets 
 
We are officially half way through a very busy Term 4. The second half of the Term is extremely busy with 
teachers writing reports and preparing for end of year festivities and activities with the students. 
 
As the weather warms up, all students are reminded of the expectation to have their hat at school 
and to wear it when outdoors. It is advisable that students have a water bottle that they can refill 
during the hotter weather. 
 
Stage 3 have been busy learning about various types of informative texts. It has been a pleasure to 
see how students have written and presented their work using multimedia. 
 

In their Science unit this term, students have been looking at the properties of materials 
and applying a fair test to a variety of experiments. Students have enjoyed testing the 
stretchiness of different materials, absorbency of materials and designing their own 
scientific enquiry question around sporting balls.  
 
We look forward to the remaining weeks of term with your children! 
 

Stage 3 Teachers 
 
 
 
LIBRARY 
 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
As the term draws to a close, students need to bring back 
overdue books as we have to start preparing for end of 
year procedures. 
 
Could you please start searching your bookshelves at 
home for all Ironbark Ridge School Library Books that 
have not been returned and send them back to school.  

                                                    
                                                                 Thank you 
                                                                                  Judy Paton 
                                                                                       Rachel Bryce 
                                                                                             Amelia Weekley 
 
 
Dance Sport Championships 

Last week 25 excited students across Stage 2 and Stage 3 headed out to Penrith Valley Regional Sports 
Centre to compete with 16 other schools in the Dance Sport Championships. 

It is the first time our school has been involved in this event and not knowing what to expect, we were amazed 
by the electric atmosphere and the outstanding performances from our students. We felt like we were part of 
our own ‘Dancing With The Stars’ 

Ironbark Ridge placed 5th overall in the competition which was a fabulous result and shows the dedication and 
hard work of all the teams who gave up their lunch times to practise each week.. 

In the individual couples events, 

Stage 2 

1st Place - Aiden. W and Zoe. W  (Barn Dance) 

3rd Place - Riley. N and Ashlee. W  (Slow Rhythm) 

Stage3 

4th Place - Ansh. M and Sanjana. M  (Cha Cha) 

 



Congratulations to all our competitors, we are so proud of your achievements! 

Thank you to all the wonderful parents who came out to support us on the day and participated in dances with 
their children. It was a lot of fun and we can’t wait until next year! 

Mrs Pratt and Mrs Withers 

          

                                   

 

   

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 4 
  
KA   Yolanda, Rhys, Ronon  
KG   Mia, Tristen, Lil 
KW   Kyle, Hanya, Grace 
KK   Wesley, Akio, Kayla  
1L   Verynn, Danni, Gabi  
2C   Ruby, arren, Vihaan, Emman  
2M   Enara, Adam, Cooper  
2D   Carter, Sophie, Zara, Maddy 
2W   Daniel, Brylee, Jack, Tangyue 
3C   Isabel, Kiah, Luke 
3S   Anna, Joshua, Nikita 
4I   Haylie, Ali, Chanae  
4P   Ryley, Lexi, Izzy  
5E   Marvin, Sky, Chloe  
5H   Jason, Rhea, Neil 
LIBRARY  5E, 2M, 2D, 3S 
CHINESE  6/5M, 1L  
   
 

WEEK 5 
 
KN   April, Aarav, Navya, Mikay 
KD   Sophie, Eva, Layla 
1T   Isabel, Joshua, Hayden, Annabelle 
1Y   Anvitha, Callum, Aisha 
1J   Sidak, Riya, Jayed 
1E   Savannah, Liam, Daphne 
1R   Shreya, Kiyan, Tiana 
2A   Hunter, Claire, Charmi 
2K   Amelia, Jordan, Chloe 
3K   Brodie, Akshaya, Anthony 
4H   Mariam, Harry, Erin 
4E   Yash, Marina, Hannah, Patrick 
5B   Aarshan, Lilly, Rafay 
5W   Sanjana, Perry, Cruz, Navpreet, Jack,Taein 
6C   Jasmine, Joshua, Ruben 
6S   Jordan, Leah, Jahno 
6A   Ekam, Zak, Hanna 
 
CHINESE  2K, KW, 4E 
LIBRARY   6C, 4E, 5B, 1J 
    

     

 
  



PSSA SPORT – TERM 4 
 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN PSSA TEAMS ARE REQUIRED TO BE 
AT SCHOOL ON FRIDAY MORNINGS BY 8.45AM FOR AN 8.50AM 

SHARP DEPARTURE.  IF STUDENTS DO NOT ARRIVE ON TIME THE 
BUS WILL NOT WAIT AND YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE 

PARTICIPATING IN PSSA ON THAT FRIDAY. 
 
Please check the draw and venues for PSSA sport on the Ridges website: 

https://ridgespssa.com.au 
 
Friday 22nd November is the last week for Summer PSSA 
 
 
 
 
 
  



P & C 
 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
 
Please be aware that the uniform shop opens Mondays and Wednesday from 8.30am – 9.30am.  On the “odd” 
weeks of the term, the Uniform Shop is open in the mornings, (8.30am – 9.30am) and on the “even” weeks in 
the afternoon (2.00 pm – 2.50pm)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ironbark Ridge P&C Association would like to thank our 
Platinum & MAJOR Fete Sponsor 

WEBSITE :  www.skylinesolar.com.au 
 
 
  

http://www.skylinesolar.com.au/


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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